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Hello. I am Micki Clugston the mother of Charles Todd Clugston, who has been incarcerated at Montana
State Prison for 4 years. He is serving a five year term for second offense DUI and Criminal
Endangerment.

I thank the Law and Justice Committee for the decision to study the Parole Board and their decision making process.

The experience of many thrnilies is that the BOPP has demonslraled bv their aclions the need lbr a check and

balance procedure to be put in place to itssure they are acting in the best interest of rhe Montana ta\payers and
the inmates and their lamilies. Doesn't a used car lot have more check and birlances in place than the parole

Board does? They sell cars; lhe Parole Board decisions have suclr a perrnanenr inrpact orr the lives of the

inmates and their families for vears.

I work as a counselor/sclrool psychologist with children and parents at all lcvcis and have rvitnessed first-harrd
the permanent danragc donc rvhcn fanrilies are tonl apart no tnancr rvhat thc rcasorr. lt is absolutelv

unforgivable when a lather is not given the chance to be paroled when he ha-s carned it. When he is nor allowed

to retum to his role as a father and as a productive citizen due to the BOPP imposed requirements outside of
what the sentencing judge and/or court ordered. 'l'here are nutnerous lamilies wirh inrnales at MSP that have

been adversely inrpacted lbr-vears by the Parole Board's decisions when tlrere rvas not a valid reason forthem
not to be paroled.

Our son, Charlcs Todd Clugston. rnct all of thc courl ordered rcquirenrerrls for parolc his llrsr 6 months at MSP

[June 2010]. He went bctbre thc BOPP Decenrber i0. 2010. Alrhough Chuck rvas incarcerated tbr Second

Offense DUI and Criminal E,ndangernrerrt the BOPP macle the decision he could not be paroled until he took

SOPll. MSPtrealmenlstalfst:rtedhewastreatrnentcompleteanddidrrolnecdSOPll. lrr20 l0,Chuck's

MSP classification review reported. "No Further SO 'Ireatment recomrnended. Not here on a se.rual offense

conviction." his LEVEL-OF-RISK lisred as NONE.

After our speaking befbre tltc' Larv and.lustice Cornnriltee in April l() Il sratin-r: concenls aboul our son nol

being paroled when he had met all ol'the requirenrents. Fern Osler attended rhe next Law and Justice

Committee meeling and discussed Chuck holding up trvo atfldavits for tlrc conrmitrcc rncmbcrs to read if they

desired. [We were not ablc to attend tlrat meeting] We rvondered thc purposc of thc af fidavits being held up

in front of the comrninee. Did tlre BOPP think these atlidavitsiustified rrlrr, thc.r,clid not parole Chuck? What

was their prlrpose in presenting these affidavits as the,r did rrot penain ro rhe rc,uson Chuck rvas incarcerated at

all? As all ol-vou are aware unverillc'd allidavits are a two sided coilr. lrr rn\ riranr vears o['being a counselor

and schoolpsychologist. I have rvitncssed nunlerous times the abiliry tbr children and adults ro lie when they

are being inlluenccd or rvill gain liorn tlrcir lie's.
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Trina Jean Nelson married our son in I 987 and they had one daughter. A tier seven years of marriage they

divorced. Trina remarried becorning l'rina Jean '['hornson about l4 years ago. 'l rina has sworn under oath to 4

very different affidavits in the last l8 years. Iwhich ones are lies?] During Chuck and T'rina's custody issues,

her initial affidavit stated Chuck lrad a sevcre drinking problern but otherwisc \\ irs a complete gentleman. he r

second affidavit was similar. These are very different tiom her most recenl altrrlavit which aligns with

Cltuck's second wife's affidavit. Heather Dougherty was married to our son for'4 months when he asked her

for a divorce. She charged Chuck with rape. During the trial. Heather's testirnony was dismissed due to

perjury from the obvious lies and false statements she had made on the witness stand. -l-his 
is why I made the

statement "affidavits are a two sidcd coirr." The question I lrave is rvhy are tlrcse atfidavits being used to

determine if Chuck is paroled'l Why, rvlren Chuck was incarcerated for a secon,l ol'fense DU I and Criminal

Endangerment? Al a hearing on .lrrly 6.2012 in Kalispell. M1'. Judge Stadler .thc sentencing judge, stated on

record he did not intend for Chuck to be incarcerated this long [one and % years agtl] and he also stated Chuck

was not required to take SOP I l. When given this inforrnation the Parole Boartl chose to ignore it and at

Chuck's Dec 28 201 2 Parole l-learing denied hirn parole due to the lact he had rrol taken SOP I I as irnposed

by the Parole Board at his Decenrber l0l0 parolc hcaring.

Our son appeared belbre the BOPP the second time irr Decernber 20 12. [his attornc,v was present] He now

had a -l rating (bener than a 0 rating). Mike McKee spoke in a rnorL'rcspccttli manner tltan at the tlrst

hearing and agreed Chuck again had everything in place tbr parole. l'hen suddertly. Mike antagonistically

stated to our son "Let's now address the E,lephant in the roorn! I have only ottu queslit>n for,vou: Did yotr

take SOP I l'?" Chuck responded lre rvas treatntent cornplete since June 20 l0 and was tlot required to take

SOP I I before being paroled. 'l-hen Mike McKee aggressively stated to our son. " I told you to complete

SOP ll at your last hearing and y'ou did not... so no parole....you are passed k, discharBe." There was a

shocked silence. The 40 nlinulc nreeting rvas abruptly' over as if it had hcen a rr cll-pla1'cd joke on all of us.

Chuck's completion of all thar rhe scnrencing judge, the court and MSP had reqLrired that had been completed;

his rating of -1, all tlre positive statenrcnts. leners. obtainment of a place to live. a job had all been fbr naught.

Chuck's polygraph challenge to I'rina Jean Thomson is the onl.v rvay lte knorvs fbr the truth to be heard. Some

tirnepriortohisincarceration.ClruckchallengedTrinatotakeapolrgraplrr.rhichsheretitsedatthattime' He

again requested a polygraph bctbre he rrent to trial rvith l-leather. Chuck \\at1ts to take the polygraph and go

on with his lit'e in Washington State. ln closing it is with sadness that I have u rtnessed the Parole Board and

how they have adversely impacted Chuck's life rvith his dauglrter and his tarnilv and thc loss of his business in

KalispelI----CTC Electrical Corrtracting, lnc. (rvhich ernployed 30 taxpaying cnrplol'ces at the time of his

second wife's alleged al legations).

ls keeping an inmale incarcerated until he has taken SOP I I a lool to keep tlre prisons full'/

Thank you for your commitmenl to nrake the Montana Justice Svstent a truc atld tair Justice System.

MickiClugston


